The Design Show 2019 is an illustration of the interdisciplinary
research and production for which the School of the Art Institute
of Chicago is known. This year’s exhibition features master’s
students from the graduating classes of the Departments of
Architecture, Interior Architecture, and Designed Objects and
Fashion Design.

Always Sure, Never Certain

Assured in its ambivalence, design is uncertain in its
confidence. Design is always jumping, never landing; always
working, never finished; always starting, never ending. Always
asking, never doubting. Design makes it up, and design breaks
it down. Often used, but seldom as intended, design is always
present, but never stays. Always there, but never when you
need it, always human, sometimes humane. Always an art and
never a science, never an art and always a science, design is
always fiction and always fact.

Always possible, never probable; always an alternative, never
a choice; design makes the visible invisible and the invisible
seen. Always a pleasure, always work; always chaotic, always
strategic; always trial, always error; design is never sustainable,
always renewing.

All this may be right and may be wrong. Design is always
certain, never sure.

—Matylda Krzykowski and Jonathan Solomon, curators
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